
BUSHWALKERS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC
2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MINUTES
Date: Sunday 7 March 2021
Venue: Scarborough Tennis Club, 101 Deanmore Road, Scarborough
Time: 5.05 pm
ATTENDING
Paul Aldridge, Graham Burnfield, Jacky Burnfield, Ruby Chan, Fernando Di Camillo, Mary Di Camillo, Diane Drew, Peter Drew, Liz Duncan, Sarah Ellis, Linley Ford, Dave Foster, Simon Hesp, Janet Hill, Gordon Hobday, Pam Hoy, Warren Iremonger, Maureen Jones, Peter Mann, Charlie Matheson, Peter Moss, Steve Napier, Mike Page, Patsy Roche, Donna Rynne, Alex Shaw, John Steele, Hugh Stickley, Irene Tarnay, Alan Tolley, Denise Vujcich, Peter Wasser, Judy Wilson, John Young, Trudy Young
APOLOGIES 
Irene Benson, David Caughey, David Coulter, Pauline Coulter, Warren Cummins, David Healy, Julie Norman, Lorna Saunders, Brian Yearwood, Natalie Yearwood

The President welcomed everyone to the AGM and thanked Maureen Jones and Gary Jones for suggesting and arranging the venue.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM on 8 March 2020
Motion: That the minutes of the AGM held on 8 March 2020 be accepted as a true and correct record (Moved John Steele, seconded Jacky Burnfield)  CARRIED
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES:
· Diane Drew and Gary Jones were appointed as members of BOWA’s committee at the Committee meeting held on 9.3.20

· There had been a website glitch in our enabling event leaders to include and edit the details of their proposed walks, with Hugh Stickley having to enter walk details and venue.  Hugh and Peter Wasser were working to resolve this. 

· The proposed 2020 WA Hiking Expo to be held at Mundaring on 3.5.20 was cancelled due to Covid 19.  BOWA had agreed to lead one walk, possibly two, for visitors to the event and to man a BOWA publicity marquee. This year’s Hiking Expo is to be held on 2.5.21, but that timing clashes with the BOWA Dwellingup camp on 30.4-2.5.21.

· The Walpole camp proposed for 27-29.3.20 was cancelled due to Covid 19, but held on 18-20.9.20.

· BOWA’s 40th Anniversary celebration was not held because of Covid 19, though preparatory work was done by a Committee of Jacky Burnfield, Graham Burnfield and Alan Tolley

· Bibbulmun Track maintenance was suspended for several months due to Covid 19. A track maintenance day was included in the Club programme and held on 18.10.20.

· The Pdf programme was not reinstated on the website, largely because of the uncertainties and event changes created by Covid 19.

CORRESPONDENCE
In the course of the 2020 year the Club had communication with HikeWest Inc, through monthly eNews bulletins and subject specific emails, in relation to:

· Representation at Hyde Park Community Fair on 1-2.3.20

· Proposed WA Hiking Expo on 3.5.20

· Great Southern Regional Trails Master Plan

· Insurance (including the annual Insurance Questionnaire)

· Managing Covid-19

· Launch of WA Hiking Strategy and associated State Government bushwalking grants programme

· Proposed Alcoa expanded bauxite mining near Jarrahdale and Dwellingup

· The restored Kattamorda Trail

· Implications for bushwalking of the draft Aboriginal Cultural Bill 2020
· Pemberton Trails Master Plan 

· Hikewest AGM on 13.10.20

· ‘Have a Go Day’ at Burswood Park on 11.11.20

· John Forrest National Park Trail Planning Advisory Group 

· Hyde Park Community Fair stand on 28.2-1.3.21

BOWA also had emails from the Bibbulmun Track Foundation re the track generally and its maintenance.

Congratulatory letters were sent to Charlie Matheson and John Steele upon the award to them of Hon Life memberships at last year’s AGM.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (John Young)

John Young addressed the impact of Covid 19 on the Club’s activities, including the postponement of the proposed 40th Anniversary celebration last year. John referred to what had been a successful walking year and to the popular September Walpole camp; to BOWA’s ongoing Bibbulmun Track maintenance; and to our efforts to attract members by the manning of the HikeWest marquee at Burswood Park on ‘Have a Go Day’ in November, following on from our presence at the Hyde Park Community Fair in March last year.

John provided some detail of BOWA’s interaction with HikeWest Inc, both in emails and at various meetings.  Meetings included the September ‘Mining and the Outdoors’ meeting hosted by Outdoors WA Inc in response to Alcoa’s proposed significant expansion of bauxite mining east of Jarrahdale and Dwellingup.

He also thanked the year’s walk leaders, the Committee and the many others who had assisted in the management of the Club.

John’s written report was tabled.
Motion: That the President’s report be accepted (Moved Steve Napier; seconded Liz Duncan)  CARRIED
TREASURER’S REPORT (Paul Aldridge)

Paul Aldridge tabled the Club’s financial reports for 2020. Total funds (and the bank balance) as at 31.12.20 were $3499.90.

BOWA’s annual membership fees remained at $25 single and $45 double and Paul saw no present reason to increase those fees. John Young stated that those fees had been set at a Committee meeting on 10.11.05. Paul contemplated the Club subsidising to some degree its 40th Anniversary celebration as and when it could be held.

Paul referred to the significant increase in the annual HikeWest membership fee to $5 per member and the increase in the Club’s personal accident insurance premium. John advised that the total of the annual Hikewest fee, the annual Bushwalking Australia levy and insurance premiums amounted to $14.04 per member.

John stated that Australia-wide in 2020 there had been 14 personal accident claims (at least one of which was in WA), mostly for injured limbs, on our bushwalking insurance. He was also aware of one public liability claim in the eastern States for alleged track maintenance negligence by a walking club resulting in a fall and injury.
Motion: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted (Moved Alan Tolley; seconded John Steele) CARRIED
MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Simon Hesp)

Simon Hesp presented his written report. The Club had 58 members at the end of 2020 and two more people had since joined.

BOWA had put on 37 walks, only 5 down on 2019’s total despite 10 walks having been cancelled due to Covid 19. 17 members, and one guest, had led walks. Average walk attendance was 13.5, up from 2019’s average of 12.

Due to Covid, only 4 restaurant events were held.
Motion: That the Membership Secretary’s report be accepted (Moved Graham Burnfield; seconded Peter Moss)  CARRIED
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2021
The following office holders were elected:

President:
Sarah Ellis (Nominated by Warren Iremonger, seconded by Irene Tarnay)  CARRIED
Vice President:
Steve Napier (Nominated by Charlie Matheson, seconded by Peter Wasser)  CARRIED
Secretary:
John Young (Nominated by Janet Hill, seconded by Patsy Roche)  CARRIED
Treasurer:
Paul Aldridge (Nominated by John Steele, seconded by Steve Napier)  CARRIED

ELECTION OF OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2021

Committee members: Simon Hesp, Maureen Jones, and Trudy Young (Each nominated by Janet Hill, seconded by Charlie Matheson)  CARRIED

In view of the requirement of clause 6(b) of the Constitution that Committee members other than Secretary and Treasurer “shall have led a walk”, the meeting passed the following resolution:

Motion: That the meeting supports the appointment by the Committee, under clause 6(d) of the Constitution, of Mike Page as a member of the Committee (Moved Jacky Burnfield; seconded Donna Rynne)

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
John Steele had agreed again to be appointed auditor.

Motion: ‘That John Steele be appointed financial auditor for the Club for 2021’ (Moved Paul Aldridge, seconded Pam Hoy) CARRIED
WALKS PROGRAMME  (Maureen Jones)

Maureen Jones thanked members for their ready preparedness to lead walks.  She emphasised that walks on weekdays had proved popular, and encouraged potential leaders to look at this option.  Maureen also sought ideas for other Club events.

Good numbers had registered for the Dwellingup camp on 30.4-2.5.21 and especially for the Kalbarri camp on 20-22.8.21.

GENERAL BUSINESS
· No suggestions were made for changes to the current approach to the Club Programme. 

· No strategies were suggested for maintaining membership numbers. John Young suggested we continue assisting at the HikeWest marquee on ‘Have a Go Day’ and have a presence at future WA Hiking Expos. 

The Club remained committed to a 40th Anniversary celebration, though it would be a year or two late.  The Committee wished to avoid arranging an event and having to cancel it, and also preferred to avoid pre-paying well ahead for fixed numbers at a venue. The present organising committee of Jacky Burnfield, Graham Burnfield and Alan Tolley was currently happy to continue.

The dinner for the 30th Anniversary, organised by Peter Moss and with Dave Foster as keynote speaker, had been held on 16 July 2010.

· Steve Napier was continuing as Coordinator of the Club’s Bibbulmun Track maintenance roster.  John Young mentioned that last September marked 25 years of BOWA involvement in the Track’s maintenance.  A roster was first prepared in September, 1995 under the “Adopt a Hut” scheme which ceased in early 1997.  The present arrangement began in 1998 at the then CALM’s request. The long involvement of Dave Foster and Patsy Roche, and also of Charlie Matheson, was acknowledged.

Steve explained to the meeting our roster system and requested that members not on the current roster but interested in being involved put their name on the list.

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

15 March, 2021 at 7pm at John and Trudy Young’s home.

The Annual General Meeting was closed at 6.15pm.
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