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BUSHWALKERS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 
 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

A milestone year 
 
2020 marks a significant milestone for BOWA – 40 years as a bushwalking club.   
 
In about mid-1979 a group of younger members of the 1937 established Western 
Walking Club (originally, but briefly, the Golden West Walking Club) decided to 
separate from that “overcrowded” club to form their own walking group.  The 
inaugural meeting of Bushwalkers of W.A., an unincorporated club, was held on 6 
February 1980.   There were seven founding attendees, and nine apologies. 
 
At that meeting, a joining fee of $1 and an annual membership fee of $3 were 
fixed.  The first walk, an optional overnight trek from Jarrahdale No. 3 Mill, was 
arranged.  You will not be surprised to hear that a topic for discussion at that 
meeting was how to grade walks.  The meeting settled on distance: “short, 
medium and long” and terrain: “smooth, uneven and rough”.  You will also not be 
surprised to learn that the first Committee meeting, held five months later on 17 
July 1980, also concerned itself with walk gradings, replacing “smooth, uneven 
and rough” terrain with “flat, undulating, hilly” terrain.  Another grading system 
was substituted two years later.  Some Club issues (also less politely known as 
controversies) don’t change, even after 40 years!   
 
I would add that the BOWA membership list for the end of the inaugural 1980 
year contains the name Dave Foster.  Patsy Roche, Steve Napier and Lorna 
Saunders all joined in 1983.  It is wonderful to have 4 of our 5 elected life 
members, all long serving Club members, at this 40th year AGM. (For the record, 
your current President became a member in 1982 and your Secretary in 1984. 
Neither of us, however, have demonstrated the staying power shown by those 
others who have remained members continually since joining.) 
 
Our club was incorporated, as Bushwalkers of Western Australia Inc, on 21 
September 1995, so 2020 also marks a quarter of a century as an incorporated 
association. 
 
I very much hope that we can mark these two anniversaries this year with an 
appropriate event, well attended, including by early members. 
 
Attracting and retaining BOWA members 
 
Those of you attending last year’s AGM will recall the lively and positive 
discussion as to means to improve the appeal of the Club and to better secure its 
future.  The discussion was prompted by a Committee decision on 21 November 
2018 which followed on from 2018’s decline in visitor numbers and falling 
membership in the context, of course, of the Club’s ageing demographic.   
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The outcome has been modifications to the Club’s Events Programme, the most 
important of which has been the holding of at least one half day walk a month, 
generally at the end of the month, and where possible close to Perth, during the 
Winter season.  Some restaurant evenings have also been held during the week 
rather than only on weekends. 
 
Our walks are our Club.  Some members much prefer longer or more physically 
challenging walks, others the shorter walks.  A number happily will attend both.  
Statistically, over the year we have attracted a consistent participation in walks, 
whatever their length. Feedback from members, at least to me, has generally 
been supportive.  So it is a change in approach which is likely to continue.  It is 
essential for the Club’s future, however, that we continue prepared to adapt and 
to strive to bring to the Club’s programme and ethos, enthusiasm, new ideas - 
and new walks. 
 
A very pleasing feature of our last year was the number of new members - 9 in 
2019 and one so far this year.  Whatever the reasons for the increased visitors on 
walks this last year, their readiness to become full members speaks highly of the 
welcome extended by members to visitors.  
 
HikeWest Inc and the 2020 WA Hiking Expo 
 

It has been a busy year for those involved with the walking clubs federation peak 

body, HikeWest Inc, prior to December last year known as Federation of Western 

Australian Bushwalkers Inc (trading name, Bushwalking Western Australia).  At least 

the name change has largely eliminated confusion between BWA and BOWA, not 

least in relation to our generic email addresses. 

 

BOWA is of course a member of HikeWest.  The Club joined as one of three 

founding members in 1991.  We arrange our public liability and personal accident 

insurance for a favourable premium through that body; the 11 member clubs receive 

advertising through the quality HikeWest website; and we have input into significant 

lobbying to Government on recreational and environmental issues.  The not so good 

news is that, inevitably, there is an annual Club membership fee which, as from 1 July 

this year, has been increased from $2.50 to $5 per member. 

 

Key HikeWest related events have included: 

• BOWA awareness of, and input into, various submissions by HikeWest 

• The inclusion on the HikeWest website of an article, digested from an article 

written by John Forde for the purpose, about our Nannup camp 

• Attendance by John Young at a strategic development meeting on 8 May 2019 

• Attendance by John Young, Trudy Young and Steve Napier at HikeWest’s 

AGM on 15 October 2019, with input into constitutional changes 

• Attendance by John Young and Trudy Young at meetings on 12 and 25 

February convened by HikeWest’s enthusiastic President and Executive 

Officer, David Osborne in relation to the proposed 2020 WA Hiking Expo to 

be held on 3 May at Mundaring’s Perth Hills Discovery Centre 
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• The manning by Peter Moss, Steve Napier and John Young, along with 

representatives of HikeWest and other walking clubs, of a WA Hiking Expo 

marquee at the Hyde Park Community Fair on 1 and 2 March this year.  Flyers 

advertising the Expo and, in our case, BOWA were distributed to eager and on 

occasion not-so-eager passers-by. 

 

Overview of 2019 – and thanks 

 

Once again the Club has continued its tradition of enjoyable and, especially this past 

year, varied walks and other events.  Walks have been well attended. And the Club 

has grown in numbers, its members’ love of walking and of the bush, and of the 

associated social contact and friendships, unabated. 

 

That success, as always, is only possible because of the efforts, frequently unseen by 

many, of the Club’s volunteers, to whom I extend my and the Club’s sincere thanks: 

• Most importantly, the many walk leaders who planned and led walks, often 

multiple walks, and patiently fielded enquiries 

• The members of the past year’s, rather lean, Committee – Paul Aldridge as 

Treasurer, Trudy Young as secretary, Simon Hesp as membership Secretary, 

Maureen Jones as our most recent Events Coordinator (that task having earlier 

been carried out by first Sarah Ellis and then Trudy Young), and Committee 

members Jackie Burnfield and John Forde 

• Peter Wasser and Hugh Stickley for their website management and IT 

assistance. Special thanks are due to Hugh for his patient and ongoing work 

and instruction in enabling and massaging online event entries by event 

organisers 

• Steve Napier for arranging the Bibbulmun Track roster, and those members 

who have participated in our two monthly Track maintenance 

• John Steele as, once again, auditor 

• Sarah Ellis as coordinator of the successful Nannup camp last March 

• Maureen and John Forde for their coordination of the very successful 

Christmas barbecue and Steve for collecting the BBQ van 

 

And thanks to all of you for your time and effort in attending this afternoon’s AGM. 

 

Finally, whatever plans we have and make for the Club this year will have to take 

account of, and in any event may well be affected by, the spread of  the COVID 19 

virus.  We can but wait and see, and adapt. 

 

 

John Young 

8 March 2020 

 

 

 
 


