
BUSHWALKERS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC 

2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES 

Date: Sunday 13 March 2022 

Venue: Scarborough Tennis Club, 101 Deanmore Road, Scarborough 

Time: 5.10 pm 

 

ATTENDING (27) 

Paul Aldridge, Jacky Burnfield, Ruby Chan, David Coulter, Pauline Coulter, Warren 
Cummins, Liz Duncan, Sarah Ellis, Dave Foster, Simon Hesp, Janet Hill, Gordon 
Hobday, Warren Iremonger, Steve Napier, Colette O’Hagan, Mike Page, Patsy 
Roche, Alex Shaw, John Steele, Hugh Stickley, Irene Tarnay, Alan Tolley, Peter 
Wasser, Ann Wilson, Judy Wilson, John Young, Trudy Young 

APOLOGIES (14) 

Fernando di Camillo, Mary di Camillo, Diane Drew, Peter Drew, Linley Ford, Gary 
Jones, Maureen Jones, David Healy, Charlie Matheson, Pam Matheson, Julie 
Norman, Diana Rosman, Lorna Saunders, Denise Vujcich 

 

The President Sarah Ellis advised that the Committee had considered whether, in 
view of Covid-19 numbers, the AGM should proceed today but had decided against 
postponing it. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM on 7 March 2021 

Motion: That the minutes of the AGM held on 7 March 2021 be accepted as a true 
and correct record (Moved Trudy Young, seconded Steve Napier) CARRIED 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES: 

 Gary Jones and Mike Page had been appointed members of BOWA’s 
committee by the Committee  

 There had been two camps held this year – Dwellingup in late April/early May 
(though the camp had been shortened by a day due to Covid-19) and Kalbarri 
in August. 

 The Dwellingup camp had clashed with the 2021 WA Hiking Expo held at 
Mundaring on 2.5.21, but two BOWA members had attended the Expo and 
distributed some BOWA brochures via the HikeWest marquee. 

  BOWA had not participated last year in ‘Have A Go’ Day 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Secretary John Young as Secretary advised that during 2021 the Club had 
communication with HikeWest Inc, through monthly eNews bulletins and subject 
specific emails, in relation to: 

 Representation at Hyde Park Community Fair on 28.2-1.3.2021 
 WA Hiking Expo on 2 May 2021 
 BOWA and Perth Bushwalkers Club member, Peter Mann, was HikeWest’s 

nominee on the John Forrest National Park Trail Planning Advisory Group 
 Insurance (including the annual Insurance Questionnaire) 
 Proposed Alcoa expanded bauxite mining near Jarrahdale and Dwellingup 
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 Jarrahdale as a proposed trail hub 
 Hikewest’s AGM on 19.10.21 

BOWA also had communication with: 

 the Bibbulmun Track Foundation re the track generally and its maintenance, 
and the Perth Hills District Field Day at Mt Cooke shelters on 28 March 2021 

 the Associations and Charities Branch, Consumer Protection 
 Perth Bushwalkers Club’s re invitation to a seminar, ‘Alcoa and the Future of 

Bushwalking in the Darling Ranges’, on 5.8.21  
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Sarah Ellis) 

Sarah’s written report was tabled. 

Sarah extended thanks to the following: 

 Maureen Jones and Gary Jones for organising the AGM’s venue 
 All walk leaders and tailenders, and organisers of social events 
 Steve Napier for organising the Bibbulmun Track roster, and members who 

had volunteered for the roster 
 Peter Wasser, Hugh Stickley and Steve Napier for maintaining the BOWA 

website 
 John Steel for again auditing the Club’s accounts 
 All Committee members, with special acknowledgement of those stepping 

down – Maureen, an excellent walks coordinator and camps and Christmas 
function organiser; Paul, an efficient Treasurer for the past four years; and 
Committee members Trudy Young and Gary Jones. Mike Page, Simon Hesp 
(as records keeper) and John Young (for his ongoing support) were also 
thanked. 

Other matters: 

 There had been one injury insurance claim by a member 
 Sarah and Warren Iremonger had attended and enjoyed the WA Hiking Expo 

on 2 May 2021.  Unfortunately, due to Covid the proposed May 2022 Hiking 
Expo had been cancelled by HikeWest. 

 Covid-19 had not had a significant impact on Club activities, though the 
period of the Dwellingup camp had been modified and social activities had 
been impacted. The proposed 40 year celebration of BOWA is on hold, but 
not forgotten. Sarah has sighted most members’ Covid-19 double vaccination 
certificates. 

Motion: That the President’s report be accepted (Moved Pasty Roche; seconded 
Dave Foster) CARRIED 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Paul Aldridge) 

Paul Aldridge tabled the Club’s financial reports for 2021. Total funds (and the bank 
balance) as at 31.12.20 were $3830.56, an increase of $330.66 on the previous year. 

Paul expressed the view that the Club could safely run down its funds to, say, $2000. 
In response to a question as to how funds might be reduced, Paul stated that 
subsidising the eventual 40th (+) Anniversary celebration had already been 
canvassed as one option.  
 
John Young referred to the annual Hikewest and Bushwalking Australia levies and 
insurance premiums amounting to approximately $14 per BOWA member annually. 
John confirmed, in response to a question from Dave Coulter, that we were obliged 
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to include Honorary Life Members in the Club membership numbers used to 
calculate the levies and premiums.  However, the Club had only 7 Life Members; 
several of these had chosen to donate to the Club an amount equal to their annual 
BOWA membership fee; and a number of the Life Members still attended walks or at 
least other Club events. 
 
Motion: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted (Moved John Steele; seconded 
Steve Napier) CARRIED 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Simon Hesp) 

Simon Hesp presented his written report. The Club had 67 members at the end of 
2021, up from 58 at the start of the year. 

36 walks were held in 2021, 16 of which were classified as ‘Medium’.  Five proposed 
walks cancelled due to Covid-19, the weather and walk leader injury. Two camps 
(Dwellingup and Kalbarri) were held and five special events arranged – a Bibbulmun 
Track maintenance day, GPS training, a Bibbulmun Track Field Day, the AGM and 
the popular Christmas function. Due to Covid, only 4 restaurant events were held. 

Average attendance on a walk had increased to 15, and 56 members attended at 
least one walk. However, fewer members are offering to lead walks, with 17 of the 36 
walks held being led by only 3 members. 

Motion: That the Membership Report be accepted (Moved John Young; seconded 
Trudy Young). CARRIED 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2022 

The following office holders were elected: 

President: Sarah Ellis (Nominated by Irene Tarnay, seconded by Hugh 
Stickley)  ELECTED 

Vice President: Steve Napier (Nominated by Dave Foster, seconded by Peter 
Wasser)  ELECTED 

Secretary: John Young (Nominated by Liz Duncan, seconded by Steve 
Napier)  ELECTED 

Treasurer: Ann Wilson (Nominated by Mike Page, seconded by Judy 
Wilson)  ELECTED 

ELECTION OF OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2021 

Committee member(s):  Simon Hesp (Nominated by John Young, seconded by   
    Steve Napier)  ELECTED 

Mike Page (again) and Gordon Hobday were interested in joining the Committee but 
had not yet met the Constitutional requirement of having led a walk. 

Motion: That the meeting supports the appointment by the Committee, under clause 
6(d) of the Constitution, of Mike Page and Gordon Hobday as members of the 
Committee (Moved Liz Duncan; seconded Janet Hill) CARRIED 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

John Steele had agreed again to be appointed auditor. 

Motion: ‘That John Steele be appointed financial auditor for the Club for 2022’ 
(Moved Irene Tarnay; seconded Judy Wilson) CARRIED 

WALKS PROGRAMME   

Steve advised that he would be taking responsibility for the events programme. 
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There was some limited support by meeting members for a mid-year Jarrahdale 
camp, in accommodation. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

 The only suggestion made for modifications to the current approach to the 
Club events programme was to change the timing of the monthly half day 
walk from the usual fourth Sunday of the month to the second or third 
Sunday.  Several members had ongoing commitment clashes on the fourth 
Sunday. 

 
 Potential walk leaders were also reminded that walks could be held mid-
 week and that mentoring could be arranged for members prepared to 
 consider leading a walk. 
 

 The July Committee meeting had referred to the AGM the question of what 
Club insignia should be provided to new members - whether the current 
embroidered badges (only a limited number remained), or alternatives such 
as a hook-on badge or a key ring. There was strong support by the meeting 
of the current badges being continued. 
 

 Steve Napier was continuing as Coordinator of the Club’s Bibbulmun Track 
maintenance roster.  The Club has been maintaining the Mt Dale section of 
the Track since 1995. The long involvement of current members Dave Foster, 
Patsy Roche and Charlie Matheson was acknowledged. 

 
Steve explained to the meeting the roster system and what track 
maintenance entailed.  It was proposed that BOWA would also maintain the 
re-opened Mt Dale loop. 
 
Volunteers were being sought by the Bibbulmun Track Foundation for a Perth 
Hills District Field Day to be held at Beraking campsite on 3 April.   
 

 Steve’s proposed presentation on the BOWA website would be held at a 
future event, possibly at the Collie camp. John Young advised the meeting 
that the website had been changed to reflect the Club’s Covid-19 policies and 
that new Walk Record and Member Application forms were now on the 
website. Complementary changes to the Guidance to Walk Leaders 
document would soon be finalised. 

 
 Mike Page invited members to take action to minimise the spread of 

phytophthora (dieback), particularly by scrubbing boots when exiting dieback 
infected areas and especially on wet days.  Unfortunately, WA’s boot washing 
stations were generally in poor condition (though better in the south).  
However, a quality brush was only about $5. Mike recommended reading the 
‘Dieback’ section of HikeWest’s ‘Minimum Impact Bushwalking Code’ on its 
website. What action should be taken would be discussed at the next BOWA 
Committee meeting. 
 

 Gordon Hobday read out a farewell and thank you message in a card to 
BOWA from Denise Vujcich, now in New Zealand. 
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 Steve thanked Colette O’Hagan, soon to return to Ireland, for her enthusiasm 
and dedication to the Club during her time in WA. 
 

 John Young thanked Sarah Ellis for agreeing again to be nominated as 
President and for taking on the role last year.  John noted that Sarah had now 
been a Committee member for 14 years, including stints as President, Vice-
President, Secretary and Membership Secretary. 

 
DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
27 March, 2022 at 4pm, outdoors near Zamia Café in Kings Park. 
 
 
The Annual General Meeting was closed at 6.25pm. 
 

 


